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SCRUTINY UPDATE REPORT 
 

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 This report provides Council with an update on the work of Scrutiny 
and any issues and developments that have occurred since the last 
update to Council in September. 

1.2 This report also provides Council with the report produced by the Task 
and Finish Group established by Scrutiny Management Board after the 
resolution at the Council meeting on 7 September in respect of options 
for extending access to adequate nutritious food, to ensure that no 
child goes hungry at any point – term time or holiday periods. 

1.3 Council Members are asked to support the recommendations in the 
report, attached as Appendix 1 and refer the report to Cabinet to 
consider the outcomes and allocate funding as part of the Quarter 2 
monitoring report. 

1.4 The report also includes the current Scrutiny Work Programme for 
2022/23 attached as Appendix 2. 

2.0 ISSUES FOR THE COUNCIL 

2.1 Members are asked to: 

2.2 Note the recent activity undertaken by Scrutiny set out in this report; 
and, 

2.3 Support the recommendations set out in the Scrutiny Review report 
‘No Child Goes Hungry: Cost of Living and Children’s Food Security’ 
attached as Appendix 1; and, 

2.4 Refer the report to Cabinet to consider the outcomes and allocate 
funding as part of the Quarter 2 monitoring report; and   

2.5 Note the Scrutiny Work Programme for 2022/23 attached as Appendix 
2. 

 



 

3.0 BACKGROUND 

Scrutiny Board Activity 

3.1 All the Council’s Scrutiny Boards and Committees have held meetings since 
the last meeting of Council on 7 September 2022. 

3.2 The Scrutiny Management Board met on 8 September and considered the 
initial report setting out the findings of a review of the Council’s Scrutiny 
function. The work engaged with a wide range of stakeholders about their 
experiences of Scrutiny and identified key enablers and challenges in 
respect of effective and impactful Scrutiny. This work has been carried out to 
inform scrutiny arrangements and ways of working in the future in the two 
new unitary authorities, as well as to reflect on the achievements of Cumbria 
County Council’s Scrutiny Members over the last few years. This will inform 
a full final Scrutiny Report to Council which will be considered by SMB in 
November and presented to Council’s next meeting, ahead of the transition 
to the new unitary arrangements in April 2023. 

3.3 SMB Members also approved the establishment of the Scrutiny Task and 
Finish Group in relation to children’s access to food. 

3.4 The Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board met on 15 September 
and considered a report from the Chief Fire Officer on the future governance 
arrangements for Fire and Rescue Services in Cumbria. The Board also 
received an update on the national policy context and Council activity in 
respect of Nature Recovery and Natural Capital. 

3.5 The LEP Scrutiny Board met on 20 September and considered the new 
Cumbria Clean Energy Strategy, as well as receiving an update on the 
national LEP review. The Board also considered the latest performance 
report on implementation of the LEP’s 2022/23 Delivery Plan. 

3.6 Later in September the Vice-Chair of the Board, in the absence of the Chair, 
provided an update on LEP Scrutiny to the LEP’s Annual General Meeting. 

3.7 The Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee met on 3 October and received an 
update on future planning for the Lancashire and South Cumbria Pathology 
Service, and on the North Cumbria Integrated Care Digital Strategy. The 
Committee also provided feedback on shortlisted proposals in the 
Lancashire and South Cumbria New Hospitals Programme. 

3.8 The Cumbria and Lancashire Joint Health Scrutiny Committee also met on 
27 September to consider a progress report on the University Hospitals of 
Morecambe Bay NHS Foundation Trust Improvement Plans, and a report on 
the Trust’s Winter Plan. 

3.9 The Adults Scrutiny Advisory Board met on 14 October and received an 
update on the current position in respect of adult social care services and 
LGR. The Board also considered the policy framework for the Better Care 
Fund from 2023. 

3.10 Board Members also received an update on Department of Health and 
Social Care mandated survey of provider costs in respect of Care Homes for 
people aged 65 plus and Homecare for those over 18. 



 

3.11 The Children and Young People Scrutiny Advisory Board met on 21 October 
and considered updates on SEND improvement, Child Exploitation, and on 
the recent OFSTED Annual Conversation Letter and inspection. 

Scrutiny Task and Finish Activity 

3.12 On 7 September 2022 Cumbria County Council agreed a motion asking 
Scrutiny to review the impact of the cost of living on children’s access to 
food; to review all options to prevent any child going hungry and to report 
back to Council in November. 

3.13 Scrutiny Management Board, at their meeting on 8 September, agreed to 
include this in the Scrutiny work programme and establish a Task and Finish 
Group to undertake this review. 

3.14 Scrutiny Members have completed this review at pace, receiving a wide 
range of witness testimony and reports. 

3.15 The report setting out the findings and recommendations from the Scrutiny 
Task and Finish Group is attached as Appendix 1. Council Members are 
asked to support the recommendations made, and to refer the report to 
Cabinet to consider the outcomes and allocate funding as part of the Quarter 
2 monitoring report.  

3.16 The Scrutiny Task and Finish Group makes 5 recommendations: 

• Recommendation 1: That Cabinet considers what it can do practically 
to support breakfast clubs, i.e., enable schools to set up breakfast clubs 
or help schools currently running breakfast clubs to have access to 
good food and resource additional staff/volunteer capacity. The Council 
to also consider supporting schools to establish hubs where Breakfast 
is available to children during holiday periods, if and where this is 
logistically feasible. 

• Recommendation 2: That Cabinet uses its existing contract to 
purchase food vouchers during school holiday periods to purchase one-
off food vouchers for children during term time where they are looking 
to provide immediate support (and that the Council produces guidance 
with schools that set out criteria to ensure fair decisions are made). 

• Recommendation 3: That Cabinet considers funding Local 
Committees to provide homework clubs where children can access 
food and to explore, where possible, whether this could part of the 
activity to access warm spaces. 

• Recommendation 4: That Cabinet agrees to work with schools and 
catering providers to ensure that all children can access a hot meal at 
lunchtime, and that portions and quality is not compromised due to 
inflationary pressures. 

• Recommendation 5: That Cabinet agrees to enter into a commercial 
arrangement for a provider of Free School Meal vouchers to be in place 
before 31 March when the current contract with WONDE runs out and 
the Easter Holidays begin. 

 

 



 

3.17 The Health and Adults Task and Finish Group established in the Summer to 
explore the implementation of the Health and Care Act and understand the 
implications the Act has on the integration of Health and Care across the 
systems in both North and South Cumbria started its work and identified Key 
Lines of Enquiry. 

3.18 However, it has been impossible for the Group to progress its work due to 
the position of the NHS bodies which have been identified by the Group as 
critical contributors to carry out this review. The bodies which will make up 
the new Integrated Care Systems are currently establishing themselves and 
recruiting to key posts and will not be in a position to contribute to this 
Scrutiny Review until next year. 

3.19 Due to these issues and the timescales involved, SMB will receive a 
proposal in November to bring this Task and Finish Group to an end and 
ensure that each Key Line of Enquiry is responded to through the work of 
the Health Scrutiny Committee and the Adults Scrutiny Advisory Board in 
early 2023, and outstanding issues are passed on to the Chairs of the 
relevant Scrutiny arrangements in the Cumberland and Westmorland and 
Furness Councils. 

Call-Ins 

3.20 No call-ins have been received since the last update to Council. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

4.1 The period since the last meeting of full Council has been busy for Scrutiny 
Members, as set out in this paper. Scrutiny Members remain focused on 
scrutiny of key policy, performance and service delivery issues that are 
important to Communities across Cumbria as Scrutiny Members and Officers 
prepare for the transition to future Scrutiny arrangements in the two new 
authorities from April next year. 

 
Councillor Bill Wearing 
Chair of Scrutiny Management Board 
 
October 2022 
  
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 – No Child Goes Hungry: Cost of Living and Children’s Food 

Security Task Group Review report – October 2022 
 
Appendix 2 - Scrutiny Work Programme 2022/23 
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact: Clare Killeen, Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Manager, Tel, 07771913588 
Email: clare.killeen@cumbria.gov.uk 
 

mailto:clare.killeen@cumbria.gov.uk

